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station. It was packed with refugees. An intelligent and kindly
military commissioner understood our situation:

'There's only one way I can get you. away from, here/ he said.
*There is a baggage car full of gold I am sending to Paris. You can
get in it. Will that do?'

'Yes indeed!'

It was a nightmare trip. German aeroplanes followed us and
tried to destroy the tracks; we had nothing to eat. The engine pro-
ceeded at a walking pace, and at each grade crossing we found
again the sad, rose-coloured tide of refugees which spread out over
the tracks and kept us motionless for hours.

Finally after an interminable journey we arrived in Paris. We
were surprised to find the city little changed. The shock of defeat
had been so sudden and so violent that France, stunned into semi-
consciousness by the blow, had not yet understood what had hap-
pened to her. My wife cried out when she saw me enter. (Having
had no news from me since the i6th of May she thought I was
missing, a prisoner. She told me what was being said in Paris:
Weygand now commanded our armies, the public was optimistic,
hoping for a Battle of the Marne. Nest morning I went to see my
chief, Colonel SchifFer, and asked him what I should do. It was no
longer possible to join General Gort. Couldn't I go to the Royal
Air Force which had a base in the east? He gave me his authorization
for a few days and I left for Troves. There I found Vice-Air Marshal
Playfair and visited his squadrons. The pilots were courageous, the
planes excellent, but in the air as on the ground we were over-
whelmed by the numbers of the Germans. It was at Troyes on the
28th of May in a cafe tliat I heard over the radio:

'Monsieur Paul Reynaud, Premier of France, is about to speak to
you ...'

Here we go,' said the man next to me, 'another catastrophe!J
And, in fact, Reynaud sorrowfully announced the capitulation of
the Belgian Army. I thought: 'It's the end."

Returning to Paris, I went to report to Colonel Schifier and found
him with Captain Max Hermant of Weygand's General Staff.
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